Lam, hOm nay la ngay gid ctia may

Di cong tac vdi chuong trinh HIV/AIDS
& My va & VN, toi ¢ dip gip nhiéu
tm()’ng hop déng thuong cua nhig ngudi
xau so bi nhiém cin bénh cua thé ky.

R§ e
Nam 1997. San Francisco, 2 gid sang.
Peter dung doi trudc cra mot gay bar trén
du:(‘)’ng Polk. Lam, mdt chang trai VN tién
to1 va noi nho nhe

-’ Anh doi ai viy? Cho t6i qué giang vé nha
duogc khong?”

-”T61 doi Paul hon nua tleng ma khong
thiy né. Anh c6 thdy Paul & trong bar
khong?” Peter hoi lai.

-Lam: “Trong do6 chi con c6 vai nguoi.
Hinh nhu Paul ra vé lau roi

Peter thdy Lam nhiéu lan hay dén quan bar
nay, cling mubn lam quen két ban. Peter chay
dilay xe ddu ¢ parking lot va tr lai don Lam.

Vé dén nha, Lam moi Peter 1én phong. Chi
la mot studio nho trén duong Eddie. Lam di
vao budng tam thay 4o quan va Peter ngdi
doi trén givong. Peter cAm lo thudc trén ban
nho canh giuvong va doc nhitng dong chir :

Azidothymidine(AZT) , 400 mg. Take
one tablet by mouth every 4 hours.

Lam vira ¢ trong budng tim di ra,thdy
Peter dé lo thudc xuong ban. Biét khong thé
giau bénh lau nay, Lam bat dau ke:

Lam nam nay 24 tu6i méi t6i My duoc hai
nam roi. O VN Lam d3 biét yéu con trai tir lic
15 tubi nhung khong dam cong khai ban ning
dong tinh v&i gia dinh va ban bé trong truong.

C6 mot 1an Lam di xudng Los Angeles
di choi véi ban be. Khi bang ngang qua

124

du()’ng Hollywood bong nhién c6 mot
chiéc xe d6 mui tran vuot trudec mat Lam.
Anh chang My tring, rat tré dang lai xe,
quay dau lai va nhin cham chim vao Lam.
Anh ta dau xe sat 18 duong va tién toi Lam,
mat tuoi han 1én va nu cudi toe toét:

-0, may rat dep trai. Tao 1a casting di-
rector cho mot hang phim. Pay la business
card cua tao. May can gi hiy goi cho tao
nhé!”

Lam biét minh dep trai nhung khong
nghi 14 minh s& di dong phim. O Cali
Lam quen rdt nhiéu ngudi, My tring
co, ngudi ME c6, nguoi VN cb

Tuannaocilingdibarvacuoidémléngiudong
voi mot anh chang dep trai va luc ludng.

Ba thang nay Lam thay mét trong ngudi,
gdy di rat nhiéu. Pi xét nghiém mau ho
bdo Lam bi HIV duong tinh. Ho khuyén
Lam di kham thuong xuyén va lay thudc
ubng. Thoi 4y chi c¢6 mot thir thude tri
HIV 1a AZT. Gia dinh biét tin nay. Me
Lam thi chii va dudi Lam ra khoi nha:

-"Tao khong c6 con nhu may. Do pé dé!
C6 thudc gi chich cho tyi bay chét het di.”

Lam bdy lau nay khong di lam viéc.
Nguoi chi ca tim thué mot can ho nhé cho
Lam ra ngoai ¢. Moi ngay chi xach ga men
com dén, dé truGe cira can hd ctia Lam va
b6 chay vé. Lam vira ké vira khoc:

-’Peter, may c6 biét khong, tat ca moi
nguoi trong gia dinh tao xem tao nhu mét
nguoi cui hui. Ho xa lanh tao va khong dam
dung tay tao, s¢ bi lay nhiém.”
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Peter van thuong lui téi nha Lam, hoi thim
stuc khoé cia Lam. Co bira thi lai xe dua Lam
di ra ngoai n. C6 bita thi mua d6 an vé nau cho
hai nguoi an.

Mot ngay kia Lam dé nghi Peter lai xe 1én
San Francisco General Hospital. Tang lau trén
hét danh cho nhing nguoi bj AIDS. Bénh nhan
gay Om chi con da boc xwong, mit 1o do khong
hén. Lam noi:

-”C6 may lan tao bi nhap vién ¢ day va tao
tudng tao ra di vinh vién. Tao c6 quen mot
thang Asian nam canh giudng tao, no ciing dep
trai nhung n6 xanh xao hon tao. Téi day tao
gidi thidu cho may biét no.”

Sau khi Viéng tham bénh vién Peter vé lai nha
Lam, ngéi lai mot chut cho chi hai ciia Lam
dem com chiéu dén. Co tiéng xdo xat ngoai
clra. Lam ding day, di cham chap, mot cach
yéu 6t va mé clra cti xudng bung hai tay cai ga
men com.

Thang 9, nam 1997.

Peter ban di cong tac xa. Trd vé lai studio cia
Lam méi biét cht nha da cho nguoi khac mudn.
Peter chay lén San Francisco General Hospital.
Co y ta ndi Lam da trat hoi thd cudi cung cach
day mot tuan.

Viét dé tang nhitng cha me cé con cdi la gay/
lesbian.

R§e

Nhan dip ngay Lé ciia Me.
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A S emoriam

To my friend Nguyén Vin Vinh

There was a time when the phone rang

My soul responded but my hand delayed

the moment you started greeting

As the fear mounted

1 did not know what horizon we would search

What depth we would go to find the beginning of
a question.

1 did not know how much soul searching would be
involved

whether I had the strength that particular day to
follow your drift.

So many questions we asked.

So few answers we found!

Yet each call you made filled my day with fear and
savage joy.

Now you are gone and my line went dead

Who will talk to me about God, and Hell, and Hell
on earth

Who will talk to me about sin and redemption?

1 reread the books we read together

turning the yellowed pages.

I walk alone among the live oaks

Thinking about so much exploration

So much pain we shared.

All I can do is to look at the people you loved

Who feel the same way the emptiness around us.

All I can do is to listen to their excited litanies of
the joys in time past.

But there will be an end to all this

When the stars shine around us

When the suns and the moons revolve under our
feet

Among the fleecy flocks of white clouds.

And then we will renew our discussions

Momentarily interrupted.

Then there will be fewer questions

and many more answers.

There will be more light than darkness,

There will be more shine than rain.

I will stand and contemplate a beautiful soul
chiseled by our Maker;,

And those who loved you and missed you

Will sing in unison. To the music of angels.

André Nguyén Van Chau
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