BO truéng LEON PANETTA va chuyén ghé tham
tau Hai quan Hoa Ky ¢ vinh Cam Ranh

Mot budi sang glua thang Nam nam 2012,
s€p di hop vé€, ghé lai n6i nho: “Lién lac
v61 Vinashin dé chuan bi cho mét chiée tau
sap sua & Cam Ranh, va cling chuén bj Travel
Order hai ngay nita minh di hop véi Phong Tﬁy
vién Quan su toa Dai st Hoa Ky & Ha N¢i.”

Hai ngay sau, hai thay tro chung t6i — tir Ship
Support Unit Singapore, thugc US Navy’s Mil-
itary Sealift Command - c6 mdt ¢ toa Dai su
Hoa Ky, Ha No¢i. Vién Tuy vién quan sy dac
trach TQLC va Hai quéan (1) don va dua chung
t6i 1én ting nam. Xin noi thém, toa Pai st co
nhidu nhan vién nguoi Viét Nam lam viéc,
nhung chi & tang dudi, nhan vién ngudi My c6
thé dé nap vao thang may trudce khi di 1én nhitng
tang trén, tua nhu cac khach san c6 nhiing tang
riéng danh cho VIP. Chung t6i da tung gap
va lam viéc chung véi cac Tuy vién quan sy
trudc day, nén chuyén tro tu nhién, thoai mai.
Nura chung, vién Tuy vién quan sy dua ngén
tay 1én mdi, y bao ching t6i dung thao luén
nhiing van dé mang tinh mat (classified), va ra
dau cho chung t6i theo anh ta. Lach qua lach vé
mot ho6i nhu mé 10 v6i nhimg cénh cua s, ma
m01 lan qua 13 mdi lan nhéan thé, bAm ma sd,
cudi ciing chung t6i lot vao mot cin phong nho
nhu 16 mili v6i hai may dién toan. Sau khi déng
ctra xong, anh Tuy vién quan sy Hoa Ky - mdt
Dai ta Luc quan ngudi My gbe Viét (2) — mim
cudi noi “bay gio minh c6 thé ndi chuyén thoai

41.” Hod ra, phong nay 1a mot TSCIF (3).

Su viéc nhu sau: cudi thang nay, sé c6 mot hoi
nghi An ninh Thugng dinh A chau, dugc t6
chtic & Singapore. B¢ truéng Bo Quoc phong
Hoa Ky - 6ng Leon Panetta - sé tham du. Sau
do, dng sé bay vé Ha Noi bang may bay cta
chinh phtt Hoa Ky danh riéng cho 6ng, d€ hop
v6i Bo trudng Bo Quoc phong Viét Nam Phung
Quang Thanh. Nhung dén lic nay, minh méi
biét phia Hoa Ky muon thu xép cho mot chiéc
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tau ctia Tong cuc Hai van Hoa Ky (Military
Sealift Command), chiéc USNS Richard E.
Byrd (T-AKE 4) vé stia 6 cang Cam Ranh
trong dip nay, d€ c6 c6 cho 6ng Panetta ghé
Cam Ranh tham tau cua Hai quan Hoa Ky
vai gio trude khi bay ra Ha Noi pho hoi nhu
chuong trinh da dinh.

USNS Richard E. Byrd dang thd neo & vinh Cam Ranh, thdng Sdu
2012. Anh: HNA.

Minh cam nhan c6 diéu gi khéng on, tai
sao lai kéo minh vao ddy nén hoi: “Vay
phia Viét Nam da biét chuyen nay chua?”
“Chua”. Ong pho Tuy vién quén sy lic dau,
cuoi cudi. Ong noi thém, “Chiéu nay Anh
di hop véi Vinashin vé chuyén sua tau, tui
nay s& di theo, va ludn tién s& dé cap vé
chuyén nay.” A ha, minh cir tuong ba cai
chuyén nay, Tuy vién quén su Hoa Ky ¢
toa Dai st da lién lac va lam viéc voi do6i
tac Viét Nam cta ho & Bo Quoc phong Viét
Nam, hay tir toa Dai st thang voi Bo Ngoai
giao Vi¢t Nam. Nhung khong, ho di qua
con dudng “ngoai giao ban chinh thuc”.

Mot gior chidu hom do, ca dam dén van
phong Vinashin nam trén dudng Ngoc
Khanh hop ban chuyen dua tau USNS
Richard E. Byrd v€ sta ¢ vinh Cam Ranh.
Cudc hop rat chuyén nghlep, di lai nhu:ng
khéu da timg di qua, vi trude do da co sau
chiéc vé sira & Cam Ranh, tinh luén ca
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chiéc dau tién vé sira & quan 7, Sai Gon
ndm 2009. Chuyén stra tau thyc té khong
can thiét phai hop voi ong Tong Giam ddc,
nhung trong truong hop nay thi khac. Dai
dién cho Vinashin luc do6 1a 6ng Truong Van
Tuyen duong kim Tong Giam doc thay cho
ong Nguyen Thanh Binh dang di tu, va
ong Nguyén Ngoc Anh, Giam dbc phong
Thuong Mai cua cong ty. Phia Hoa Ky, thi
minh la nguoi chiu trach nhiém tryc tiép
trong chuyen sua tau lan nay ¢ Viét Nam,
nén can trao d6i mot sb thong tin giira hai
bén. Sép mo 161 phi 10, sau d6 qua phan
minh. Céc vi Tuy vién quan su ng01 im,
ling nghe Chi sau khi chuyén sura tau va thu
tuc can thlet can lam dugc thao ludn xong,
minh ngdi vo tay, nhap ca phe va nhuong
161 cho quy vi Tuy vién quan su. Noi tom
tat, may vi trinh bay véi hai 6ng TV Tuyén
va NN Anh y dinh ghé tham tau cta Mili-
tary Sealift Command dang stra & vinh Cam
Ranh cua 6ng B¢ truong Leon Panetta, va
ho yéu cau Vinashin, chuyén dat yéu cau
tur phia Hoa Ky 1én van phong Thu tu:O’ng
Nguyen Tan Diing. Hai 6ng TV Tuyen va
NN Anh nhén 16i. Vi sao Vin phong Tuy
vién Quéan sy Hoa Ky di qua nga Vinash-
in nay dé danh tiéng voi 6ng Thu tudng
Viét Nam ma khong qua duong day Tuy
vién cua ho qua B Quoc phong Viét Nam
hay qua Toa dai st Hoa Ky voi Bo Ngoai
giao Viét Nam? Xin nguoi doc tu tra 101.

Chiéc du thuyén dwa éng Leon Panetta
ra tau USNS Richard E. Byrd.

Tau hai van USNS Richard E. Byrd dén
vinh Cam Ranh trudc, bét dau sua chira
nhirng hang muc trong hop dong. Vai ngay
trude khi 6ng Leon Panetta ghe tham tau,
doan tién tram cua ong da c6 mat ¢ vinh
Cam Ranh, cung véi may vi Tuy vién quan
su Hoa Ky & toa Pai st tir Ha Noi vao, mot
vai vi tr Lanh sy quan Sai Gon ra, cung
mat vai nhan vién S& Ngoai vu tinh Khanh
Hoa lam viéc véi nhau, ban thao va chuan
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bi moi mat, nhat 1a van d& an ninh cho ong
ta. Nhung cudc hop xay ra trén tau, minh déu
dugc moi tham dy, nhung thiy hira hen minh
s€ bi 161 vO chuyen khong phai cua minh, nén
¢b y tranh, Viéc ai nay lam. Nudc song khong
dung nudc giéng. Xin nhic, USNS Richard E.
Byrd luc dy dang tha neo ¢ vinh Cam Ranbh,
di ra tau hay vao lai bén can tau nho don dua.
Theo hop dong stra tau, Cam Ranh Shipyard s&
cung cip hai chiéc tau cho khach (water taxi)
c6 suc chura 25 nguorl mo1 lan chay, chay lién
tuc tlr tau vao bd va chiéc kia tir b ra tau hang
gio de phuc vu thuy tha doan tir sdu gio sang
cho dén nira khuya trong thoi gian stra chita
tau. Nhung day 12 water taxi danh cho thuy thu
doan, khong 6ng ba nao dén day lay su dung
ngang xuong cho ho duoc, cho dau d6 la 6ng
B0 trudng. Thir hai, 6ng ta di voi ca doan Tuy
tung, cong thém ph(’)ng vién, nha bdo cua ca hai
bén, ude tinh trén ca mot tram mang, thi water
taxi nao ma ch¢ cho het‘? Vay thi can thué mot
chiéc tau khach 16n dé phuc vu viéc dua ong
Bo tru’ong va phai doan ra tham tau, va dua
ho viao lai. R4t d&, phai khong nao? Thué thoi!

Vian de 1a ai dtmg ra thué? Ai tra tién? Khong
ai ngh1 dén chuyén nay trude day. Ca Van phong
Tuy vién Quan sy cua Toa Dai sat Hoa Ky ¢ Ha
Noi 1an phéi doan tién tram cua Ong ta khong
ai nghi dén va c6 ngén khoan cho myc nay. Chi
mot nguoi c6 tién san trong tay 1a ong ky su
hang hai cua Hai quan Hoa Ky dang lo chuyén
stra tau ¢ vinh Cam Ranh! Thé la quay qua nam
nguoi co téc. Su thuong, stra tau ngan han, vi
du udc tinh ndm trdm ngan MY kim, thi nguoi
ding ra giam sat chuyén stra thuong c6 trong
tay khoang vai ba chyc ngan hon, hodc ca tram
ngan dé 15 do duong, vi chdc chin s& khong
tranh khoi nhung viéc phat sinh trong qua trinh
sua chira tau. Néu can thi c6 san, con khong thi
van con do, dé tranh mét thi gio. Do la ly do
minh cé trong tay san mot sO tién. Nhung tién
minh c6 1a tién dé phuc vu viéc sua chira tau
va nhiing dich vu can thlet cho thuy thu doan,
khong thé dung tién nay dé thué thuyén cho bat
clr ai, ngay ca ong B9 truong. Xai khong dung,
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v0 tu 19t lich rang chiu. Nén minh... tranh ho.
Thinh thoadng tron vao van phong cua ong Ky su
Tru’orng (Chief Engineer) cua tau, 12 mot ngudi
My goc Viét tén Vi Tran dan Santa Ana, anh
nay gidi va thong minh noi tiéng trong nganh.

Vay do, chuyen nho that nho, nhung nhirc
dau cho moi nguoi. Sy viée cén ké. Can thué
thuyen trude hai ngay dé nhan vién an ninh con
klem tra, chay thtr, chui rtra tau... Minh & cai
thé c¢6 lam ngo cling khong du’orc Mohamed
khong dl tim nu1 thi nti di tim Mohamed. Bi
ba con “nédn ni” qua cam long khong dau, nén
minh noi: “Tdi ¢o thé dung ngén quy P&C
(Port and Canal) dé thué chiéc du thuyén phuc
vu O0ng B0 truéng Panetta trong chuyen viéng
thdm nay, nhu’ng can mot ngu:o’l du:ng ra “bao
ké” néu sau nay bi audit va nguoi ta phat hién
dung ngdn quy sai trai, thi lam chung 1a t6i
dugc phep lam thé.’ " Khong mot ai dam dung ra
bao k€, vi ai cung biét trén nguyen tac, lam nhu
thé 1a sai, nén diéu yéu cau ciia minh chay Ve
COMLOGWESTPAC ¢ Singapore trudc, roi
chuyen qua 7th Fleet & Yokosuka, Nhat Ban,
t1ep 1a USPACOM ¢ Honolulu, Hawaii va sau
cung la Washlngton D.C. Minh ciing ching
can blet ai la nguo’l htra s€ giai thich chuyen
nay néu c¢6 van dé sau nay, chi can biét ong
sép cho hay la da co6 nguoi chong lung cho
tir D.C, fully documented - nén ci tién hanh.
Qua Cam Ranh Shipyard, minh thué mét chlec
thuyén ché du khach ¢ Nha Trang va diéu ra
Cam Ranh, thuyen 16n, dep, dii chd chira cho ca
doan thoai mai. Xém mot chiit, ma 6ng Panetta

Du thuyén dua phdi doan ra tham tau. Anh: HNA
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phai dimg trén bd' ma nhin ra tau, chu ra
bang cach nao day? Khong 1€ di ké tau
cua thuy thii doan, dé ca doan Tuy tung va
phong vién nha bao dimg nghiép vu tir xa?

Tiéc khodan dai ong Panetta va phdi
doan trén tau

Theo chuong trinh dy tri, may bay riéng
cua ong Panetta s& dén phi truong Cam
Ranh vao luc trua, va ho s€ cd mat trén tau
ngay sau do, khoang cach tu ph1 truong
vé cang khong xa. Ugc tinh s& c6 khoang
chung 120 nguoi 1én tau, dang lac trua, troi
nang chang chang, khach can mdt vai mon
an cam tay 1ot long va nudc gidi khat trong
thoi gian tham tau. Nhu’ng ai s€ lo? Ai s€ tra
tién? Roi cling cir nim thang 6 toc. Moi
ngudi nhd minh danh tiéng véi 6ng thuyén
truong. Thuyén truong USNS Richard
E. Byrd luc do 14 6ng John Sargent, ngay
xua minh con di bién, di timg lam viéc
voi ong chung tau mot nam & San Diego
nén biét nhau kha ranh. Sau khi minh trinh
bay, ong lac dau. “Anh, t61 khong ngan
quy cho chuyén nay, ma ba cai chuyén nay
cung khong pha1 la chuyén cua tyi minh
lo.” Téi d6 vé khach san Sun Rise, minh
nho ma maison nodi chuyen v6i nhan vién
khach san, hoi xem tht néu minh thué ban
phuc vu cua khach san lo thirc an nhe, trai
cdy, nude udng cho 120 khach thi gia bao
nhiéu. Khéach san cho hay $1200 My kim,
ho s& dat b6n ban tuy theo ¥ y minh chon cho
mdi ban c6 mot cd6 mic ao dai dung tiép
va phuc vu khéach. Minh géi e-mail ra cho
cac sép ngay khuya do6 trinh bay van dé va
xin $1200 dé lo, cau tra 10i sang hom sau
la “minh c6 ngan quy cho nhu:ng viéc nhu
the nay, nhung phai nop don xin va mat
bbn dén sau thang sau m&i nhan dugce t1en
Beng! Ma maison noi, “Thoi minh bd tlen
tui ra lo chuyen ni cho xong kéo ky qua
“Nope! Lai cang tao lao, khong ra cai thé
thong chi!”
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B0 trudng Panetta néi chuyén cung thuy thii doan trén san dap
triic thang tau USNS Richard E. Byrd, diing sau ong la Thuyén
trudng John Sargent. Anh: HNA.

Sang hém sau 1én tau, vira thiy minh,
vién si quan tryc lién g01 ngay cho thuyen
trudng Sargent qua may bd dam “Thuyén
truong, 6ng Ho6 vira 1én tau.” Minh nghe
ong nodi qua may “Néi ong HO ghe lai gap
toi ¢ van phong.” Minh budc vao phong,
thay ong dang ngdi ngtra nguoi nhin 1€n
tran, hai tay Vong dudi dau. Minh budce t6i
dung gan cira s6, nhin Xuong vinh. Troi
trong xanh. Mat V1nh phang li phan chiéu
anh nang som mai. Mot vai ba thuyén danh
catrd ve cang sau dém danh c4. Bén ngoai,
mot budi sang yén binh. Bén trong, hai
nguoi cho nhau, chang ai them noi trude.
Lat sau, 6ng noi, “Anh, toi s& lo chuyén
dai phai doan ngay mai. Anh khong phai
lo lang dén chuyén nay nira.” Minh hoi:
“John, tai sao bay gid mdi chiu nhan 161
lam?” Thay vi tra 161, 6ng chi nhin vai.

Vay do, ngay 6ng B truong va phai doan
1én tau, thuyén truong Sargent cho dung
1éu trén san dap tryc thiang, cho Steward
Department sang sém nuéng banh sin,
chuan bi trai cdy, nudc ngot dai khach.
Co may c6 trong Steward Departrnent
ngudi My trang, My den, My goc Phi mac
dong phuc ti€p khach ¢ cac ban dung do
an nudc udng, ban nao cung c6 mot binh
hoa, chang biét mua hoi nio, trong rat dep,
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trang nhd, Khach tha h6 thuong thirc nhung
moén an cdm tay “made in USA” chinh céng,
nguyén li¢u tr My, do ngudi My nudng ngay
trén... tau My. Mot budi chi€u dai nhe nhang,
lich sy, diy dii. Khong thé ché, chi ¢6 khen.

Xém mot chit nira ma dng B trudng Panetta,
ba Pho Dai stt Hoa Ky Claire Pierangelo (4) 6 Ha
Noi va phai doan uong nudc rd-bi-né trén tau!

Bon thang sau gdp lai thuyén truong John
Sargent ¢ Subic Bay, Phi Luét Tén, hoi ra
mai biét, John gidn ong sép cua minh, nén
n01 chuong lam khé moi nguoi choi. Noi de
biét, mot khi ong thuyén truong khong mubn
lam cai chuyén khong nam trong chuc nang
cua ong, thi ngay ca thanh Ala, Chua, Phat
chi cing chiu. Va mét khi ong dé thich va
muon lam, thi [am khong dep khong an tién.
Ché gidn mit véi miy bd thuyén trudong!

Trd 16i phéng vén béo chi. Anh: HNA.

Thuy thu doan va ong By truong

Cudc viéng tham tau USNS Richard E. Byrd
s& mat hét ¥ nghia néu khong c6 budi noi
chuyén voi thuy tha doan, ludn tién gin bang
khen cho mét s6 si quan va nhan vién trén tau.
Tau Richard E. Byrd truc thudc Téng cuc Hai
van cua Hai quan Hoa Ky (U.S. Navy’s Mil-
itary Sealift Command), nhung tau do dan sy
diéu khién, nhimg nguoi thiy thu nay thudc
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hang hai thwong thuyén Hoa Ky (U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Services). Ngay Ong Panetta
1én tham tau la ngay Chu Nhat. Néu day la
mot chién ham thi lai khac. Linh c6 ky luat
cua linh, néu c6 1énh cim thuy thu roi tau 1a
“Théi roi Luom oi!” Nhung d6i voi dan thiy
thu hang hai trén USNS Richard E. Byrd thi
khéc, Chu Nhat la ngay ngh1 cua ho. Neu ho tu
nguyén ¢ lai dé 1am thém gio, hay dé gap ong
B¢ trudng thi ho ¢ lai. Nhu’ng néu ho thich ra
phé choi, bia bot véi miy ga ‘mong do chiéu
Chu Nhét trude khi tau roi bén, thi khong ai
cod quyen bat ho ¢ lai dé don ong Bo tru’orng
Thuyén tru’orng John Sargent tham do va cho
hay chi ¢6 khoang mot phan ba thily thii doan
c6 y dinh s€ mat trén tau trua do, con bao
nhi€u s€ “thang”. Co troi moi biét may ong
than nudc man nay di dau. Dan thuy tha vién
duong ma, vira cap cang la hom trudc 1a hom
sau da thdy ngdi trén tau 6m dién thoai bén tin
nhin nhu mua roi. Bin cho ai cling 6 troi biét!

Budi hop cubi cung chleu hom do6 trén tau véi
tat ca moi ngu:(n thuyén tru’ong John Sargent
néu 1én noi ban khoan cua 6ng, la s chi co
lac dac vai mong thuy thu chiu ¢ lai tau gap
ong B¢ truong Panetta. Ban lui tinh lai, minh
c6 y kién 1a phai c6 cai g1 do tang ho, trong kha
ndng dugc cho phép cua 6ng Thuyén trudng,
dé du thuy thil ¢ lai trén tau cho dong, nhung
chu’a nghi ra cai gi. Bong c6 ngu’orl néu ¥ kién

“néu thuy thu chiu ¢ lai don va nghe 6ng Bo
truong noi chuyén, ho s€ dugc chyp hinh luu
niém véi Ong ta, va s€ dugc chinh ong Bo
truong tang cho cai Command Coin (5) cua
ong lam qua ky niém. Neu moi ngu’0’1 dong
y, thi may vi trong doan tién tram cua ong Bo
tru’orng phai lo chuyén Command Coins va thu
xep chuyén chup hinh.” Moi nguoi tr cai rup.

Command Coin ctia B§ trudng Bé Qudc phong Leon Panetta. Anh: HNA

(A iz v recine Heirté //// Y

Khong ngo chi€u nay mang tinh hi€u qua
cao, du dugc tong cong hon sdu muoi mong
thuy thu ¢ lai tau don 6 ong B0 truong Panetta,
xem nhu gan nim muoi phan tram tong 5O
thity thit doan trén tau. H hon hi via, xém
mottima thuyén truong John Sargent1an ong
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B0 trudng Panetta song ca bai “B& Bang”!

D6 1a mot vai mau chuyén vui trong khi
di lam sang minh tinh ¢ c6 dip nhin so
g0 nghe. Gio bénh nhon ndm xua da binh
phuc, xuét vién; bac si, y ta ngu’orl vé huu,
nguoi chuyen tuyén, ngudi con luu nhiém,
dong doi tlep tuc troi. Chi c6 vinh Cam
Ranh van con d6, con ludn ca mot bau troi
xanh ngin ngit cho may trang tha ho bay.

Hb Ngoc Anh

Y Khoa Hué khod 17

An U.S. Merchant Marine Officer

U.S. Navy’s Military Sealift Command

Ch thich:

1.Dgo d6 chi c6 mét Tiry vién quén sy ddc trdch cd Thily Quan
Luc Chién (Marines Attaché) lan Hdi Quan (Naval Attaché). Sau
nay c6 hai ngudi riéng.

2.Tuy vién Quan sy Hoa Ky liic d6 la Dai td Luc qudn Patrick
Reardon. Ong la vi tiry vién quan sy ngudi My goc Viét Nam ddu
tién phuc vu trong chiic vu nay. Hién nay la Pai td Tuan T. Ton.
3.TSCIF: Tactical Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility,
mot ché duigc xdy va trang bi nhitng trang thiét bi ddc biét dé¢
trénh bi nghe lén.

4.Phé Pai sii. Bdy la chii Viét Nam dimg chit My khong cé danh
tu nay. Trén la vi Dai sif, dudi la Deputy Chief of Mission, ma
nguoi Viét thuong dich la pho Pai sii, thoi do la ba Claire Pieran-
gelo.

5.Command Coin: la mot dong xu dudng kinh nam centimet, mot
mdt la cdi logo ciia Bo Qudc phong Hoa Ky, va mdt kia la hang
chit By trudng B6 Quoc phong vdi tén ong Leon Panetta. Thudng
trong qudn doi, don vi nao ciing cé cdi Command Coin riéng ciia
ho, nhung Command Coin ciia 6ng B trudng Bo Qudc phong thi
cao nhdt va rdt hiém cé dip dé cé dugc.
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